Men bred in London.
.r>. 1769,
a new-born child with you, what would you do?' JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, I should not much like my company.' BOSWELL. 'But would you take the trouble of rearing it?' He seemed, as may well be supposed, unwilling to pursue the subject: but upon my persevering in my question, replied, ' Why yes, Sir, I would; but I must have all con-veniencies. If I had no garden, I would make a sUed on the roof, and take it there for fresh air. I should feed it, and wash it much, and with warm water to please it, not with cold water to give it pain.' BOSWELL. ' But, Sir, does not heat relax?' JOHNSON. 'Sir, you are not to imagine the water is to be veiy hot. I would not coddle the child. No, Sir, the hardy method of treating children does no good. I'll take you five children from London, who shall cuff five Highland children. Sir, a man "bred in London will carry a burthen, or run, or wrestle, as well as a man brought up in the hardiest manner in the ccmntry.1 BOSWELL. ' Good living, I suppose, makes the Londoners strong.' JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, I don't know that it does. Our Chairmen from Ireland, who are as strong men as any, have been brought up upon potatoes. Quantity makes up for quality.' BOSWELL. 'Would you teach this child, that I have furnished you with, any thing ?' Jo HNS ON. * No, I should not be apt to teach it.' BOSWELL. 'Wcmlcl not you have a pleasure in teaching it ?' JOHNSON. ' N"o, Sir, I should not have a pleasure in teaching it.' BOSWELL. f Have you not a pleasure in teaching men?—There I have you. You have the same pleasure in teaching men, that I should have in teaching children.' JOHNSON. 'Why, something about that.'
BOSWELL. ' Do you think, Sir, that what is called natural affection is born with us? It seems to me to be the effect of habit, or of gratitude for kindness. No child has it for a parent whom it has not seen/ JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, I think there is an instinctive natural affection in parents towards their children.'
Russia being mentioned as likely to become a great empire, by the rapid increase of population :—JOHNSON". * Why,
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